
REVIVAL!

Trying to finish what 
the Reformation didn’t.

The Restoration Period
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REFORMATION: 
•“Faith Only”    

•“Once Saved - Always Saved”

•Elect & Predestination


•Denominations

•Creed Books


•Innovations in Worship & Organization

•Began with “back to the Bible,” 


but gave up on that.

•Many Bible Translations including


the King James Bible

Back to 
the Bible!

RESTORATION: 
•“Call Bible Things by Bible Names”

•“Speak where the Bible Speaks; 

be silent where the Bible is Silent”


•Not All but Many Became 

Non-Denominational Christians-only


What is the difference between

Reformation and Restoration?


      _____________________________

      _____________________________

      _____________________________

      _____________________________
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Creed Books



James O’Kelly

Elias Smith 
Abner Jones

Vermont , Connecticut,

New Hampshire

Barton Stone

Thomas & Alexander 
Campbell

Virginia, North Carolina

Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio

Virginia, Pennsylvania,

West Virginia

“The Second Great Awakening”

4The Circuit Rider
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Barton Stone
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Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee 
     Barton Warren Stone was born into 
an affluent family.  His second cousin,  
William Stone was a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. Stone  
eventually became a Presbyterian 
preacher during the Second Great  
Awakening in the United States in the  
early 19th century. 

Being a Presbyterian preacher he fell 
under the jurisdiction of the Washington 
Presbytery.  Stone and four other ministers 
resigned over doctrine and the enforce- 
ment of policy by the Kentucky Synod. 
After sometime these preachers ended 
up resigning from the Presbyterian 
church altogether. 

In 1803 Stone began to lead the Cane 
Ridge Revival.  This was attended by 
almost 20,000 people and lasted several  
days.  It was set up like a Presbyterian 
“Communion Season.” 

They formed what they called the 
Christian Church, with no creed but 
worship according to the Scriptures. 
In time he and Alexander Campbell 
(also an ex-Presbyterian preacher) met 
and they were instrumental in forming 
the Restoration Movement. 

Later the two men brought their groups 
together desiring to rely on the Bible 
alone.  The main groups emerging out 
of this union were: the Churches of  
Christ, the Christian Churches, and the 
Disciples of Christ. 

Both groups held central beliefs in 
common, such as Jesus is the Christ,  
the son of God; Christians should  
observe the communion each Sunday; 

Barton Warren Stone 
was an American 
preacher during the 
early 19th-century 
Second Great 
Awakening in the 
United States. 
Wikipedia 

Born: December 24, 
1772, Port Tobacco 
Village, MD 
Died: November 9, 
1844, Hannibal, MO 
Place of burial: 
Kentucky 
Resting place: Cane 
Ridge, Kentucky 
Organization 
founded: Christian 
Connection 

and baptism of adult believers 
 in water, being a necessary 
step toward salvation. 

Elias Smith in New England heard of 
the Stone movement and the O’Kelly  
movement.  The three groups combined 
declaring themselves as one.  This loose 
fellowship was called the Christian 
Connection/Connexion or “Christian 
Church.” 

The Stones moved to Jacksonville,  
Illinois, a free state.  His wife’s parents 
had left her their slaves to be theirs in 
perpetuity and the Stones wanted to free 
the slaves. Stone was a strong abolitionist. 

Stone’s Christians were merged formally 
with Campbell’s Disciples at the meeting 
in Lexington, Kentucky, this union was 
formalized and “Raccoon”John Smith 
represented the Campbells.  Christians 
from the O’Kelly and Smith/Jones  
groups weren’t as involved as the 
Stone-Campbell groups.  They were  
committed to unity and freedom while 
restoring New Testament Christianity. 

In the late nineteenth century rifts 
developed between those Disciples who 
favored unity over restoration and those 
Disciples who opposed 
innovation and valued  
restoration of New  
Testament Christianity  
above unity.  The latter  
group increasingly used  
the name Churches of  
Christ, while the former  
group retained the 
name Disciples of Christ. 

and  

Stone died at the home of his daughter 
in Hannibal, Missouri.  His body was 
buried at his farm in Morgan County, 
Illinois.  The farm was sold and his  
remains were reinterred at Antioch 
Christian Church east of Jacksonville. 
In 1847 his remains were moved yet 
again and reinterred at Cane Ridge, 
Kentucky. 

The church of Christ at Cane Ridge and 
other generous friends in Kentucky 
put up a marble obelisk in memory of  
Barton Stone. 

Note.  Stone’s grandson, Charles C.  
Moore, became a preacher for awhile, 
but became  a famous atheist. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barton_W._Stone
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=barton+w.+stone+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLPQEstOttIvSM0vyEkFUkXF-XlWSflFeQAMGMN9JQAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQ6BMI5gEoADAb
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Port+Tobacco+Maryland&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLNQ4gAxS8qSM7TEspOt9AtS8wtyUoFUUXF-nlVSflEeAI-kaUcvAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQmxMI5wEoATAb
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Port+Tobacco+Maryland&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLNQ4gAxS8qSM7TEspOt9AtS8wtyUoFUUXF-nlVSflEeAI-kaUcvAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQmxMI5wEoATAb
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=barton+w.+stone+died&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLPQks9OttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0rJTE0BADYJZiwuAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQ6BMI6gEoADAc
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Hannibal+Missouri&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLNQAjMNjTOMM7Tks5Ot9AtS8wtyUvVTUpNTE4tTU-ILUouK8_OsUjJTUwBTk4Y4OQAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQmxMI6wEoATAc
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=barton+w.+stone+place+of+burial&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLPQUs0ot9JPzs_JSU0uyczP009JTU5NLE5NiS9IzS_ISbVKKi3KTMwBAF--gts0AAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQ6BMI7gEoADAd
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Kentucky&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLNQ4gAxTSwtKrVUM8qt9JPzc3JSk0sy8_P0U1KTUxOLU1PiC1LzC3JSrZJKizITcwB1TVF_PgAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQmxMI7wEoATAd
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=barton+w.+stone+resting+place&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLPQUs4ot9JPzs_JSU0uyczP0y9IzS_ISbUqSi0uycxLVyjISUxOBQBWxm7YMgAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQ6BMI8gEoADAe
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Cane+Ridge,+Kentucky+Bourbon+County&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLNQAjONDSotc7WUM8qt9JPzc3JSk0sy8_P0C1LzC3JSrYpSi0sy89IVCnISk1MBJrKvEz0AAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQmxMI8wEoATAe
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Cane+Ridge,+Kentucky+Bourbon+County&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLNQAjONDSotc7WUM8qt9JPzc3JSk0sy8_P0C1LzC3JSrYpSi0sy89IVCnISk1MBJrKvEz0AAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQmxMI8wEoATAe
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=barton+w.+stone+organization+founded&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLPQsswot9JPzs_JSU0uyczP088vSk_My6xKBHHi0_JL81JSi4qtIIwUBWRZAKaDgvFIAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQ6BMI9gEoADAf
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=barton+w.+stone+organization+founded&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLPQsswot9JPzs_JSU0uyczP088vSk_My6xKBHHi0_JL81JSi4qtIIwUBWRZAKaDgvFIAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQ6BMI9gEoADAf
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Christian+Connection&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLNQAjPNSyrNk7QsM8qt9JPzc3JSk0sy8_P084vSE_MyqxJBnPi0_NK8lNSiYisII0UBWRYA5Z679VMAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQmxMI9wEoATAf
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Christian+Connection&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEsqzLNQAjPNSyrNk7QsM8qt9JPzc3JSk0sy8_P084vSE_MyqxJBnPi0_NK8lNSiYisII0UBWRYA5Z679VMAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj6uaXwxrPbAhVOvVMKHUZcBLMQmxMI9wEoATAf


Photo of Brush Run Church at Bethany

     Born in Northern Ireland and raised  
as an Anglican.  Campbell became an  
ordained Scottish Seceder Presbyterian  
minister after graduation from the  
University of Glasgow in 1786. 

After theological training his father  
wanted Thomas to enter the ministry of the  
Church of England, but Thomas chose to  
serve the Lord “as it is written” than to  
serve him “according to Act of Parliament. 

He spent several years teaching and  
preaching barely making a living.  His 
doctor told him to go to another climate or  
to change his work improve his failing  
health. 

He left Alexander in charge of the school 
they had started and he sailed for North 

    

Thomas Campbell                                   Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
West Virginia
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“We speak where the Bible 
 speaks; and be silent where  

the Bible is silent.”                                        
  Thomas Campbell (1763 - 1854)

America.  He found the Presbyterian  
Church in a terrible divided state.  He was 
brought before the presbytery to trial and  
was rebuked for trying to make peace 
between the churches!  The synod acquitted 
Campbell but he withdrew from the synod 
which left him as an independent preacher, 
with no denomination ties or obligations. 
At this time a governing body was over a 
group of congregations of which they  
approved. 

He preached whenever and wherever he  
could, always pleading for Christian Unity. 
He urged all to “speak where the Scriptures 
speak; and be silent where the Scriptures 
are silent.” 

Thomas believed that creeds served to divide 
Christians and he believed that the Bible 
was clear enough that anyone could under- 
stand it, therefore, creeds were completely 
unnecessary. 

In 1809 he set about writing his ideas about  
how the Christian faith should be practiced and 
the paper was called The Declaration and 
Address of the Christian Association of 
Washington. This launched the Campbell wing 
of the movement. 

When his family arrived, after a long delay 
with ship problems, he met them half way on 
their journey to him.  Knowing the journey  
would be difficult he brought food and fresh  
horses for them. 

NOW, how could Thomas tell his family they were no longer united and 
that he wasn’t in the Presbyterian Church any more.  Ironically, 
Alexander had already been studying and had separately come to the same 
conclusion, having left the Presbyterian Church himself.  When Alexander 
read his father’s remarkable paper he heartily approved. 

Alexander began a lengthy study concerning baptism.  He finally 
concluded that immersion was the only valid way to do this.  Further, he  
could not justify infant baptism by the Bible.  He decided to be immersed 
so his wife, Thomas and  his wife were all immersed that day.  They 
continued to practice immersion.  From this time on, Alexander took the 
leadership role, using the guidelines his father had set before him.  
Thomas wasn’t as radical as Alexander and was a calming influence on 
the movement and always working in the background.  Thomas died on 
January 4,  1786, and was buried at Bethany, West Virginia, next to his 
wife. 

February 1, 1763 - January 4, 1854

The  first meeting house of the Disciples was at Brush Run, 
Pennsylvania, was built in 1811.   Alexander preached the first 
sermon there.   It was the starting point for the Campbell- 
Stone-Scott Movement which led to the development of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Churches of Christ  
and the Christian churches and the churches of Christ; 
the New Reformation; the Restoration Movement;  the  
Reformers; the Brotherhood; the Primitive New Testament 
Church; the Church (or Churches) of Christ; the Campbellites;  
the Christians—as well as other labels attempting an 
identification depicting the central message or emphasis on  
the Movement. 
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Alexander Campbell Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia

“We neither advocate 
Calvinism, 

Arminianism, Arianism,  
Trinitarianism, 
Unitarianism,  

Deism or Seclarianism, 
but the New 

Testamentism.” 
Alexander Campbell  

 (1788 - 1866)

     Alexander Campbell was born in Ireland
although his family was of Scottish origin.
His father was a Presbyterian minister yet
reform-minded.  His father Thomas Campbell
had health issues and went to America ahead
of his family.

Alexander, his mother and siblings set sail for
America when the ship was badly damaged
but all of the passengers were able to get out
safely to shore.  They wouldn’t be able to 
resume their trip for almost a year.  Alexander
used the time to go to college where he met
a professor who was influenced by James and 
Robert Haldanes who emphasized their 
interpretation of Christianity as found in the 
New Testament.  Unknown to Alexander his 
father was undergoing the same experience in 
America.  Before leaving Scotland Alexander
left the Presbyterian Church forever during 
communion.  He gave them the required token
for communion and left.

When Thomas was reunited with his family he
told them of leaving the Presbyterian Church 
and was trying to get back to the Bible. He, 
then, discovered Alexander had made the same 
decision.  Father and son worked together in the 
Brush Run Church where Alexander was 
ordained in 1812.

 Alexander married  Margaret Brown and her 
father offered to deed the farm to Alexander if they 
would stay close by.  Alexander accepted the offer 
and became a successful farmer.  He earned 
enough to where he could preach for free.  The 
couple had eight children.

Alexander’s daughter’s birth induced him to study 
the subject of baptism thoroughly.  He was 
satisfied that the scriptures did not support the 
baptism of infants.  He also came to believe that
individuals had to choose conversion for 
themselves.  As a result of this study Alexander, 
his wife, Thomas and his wife were all baptized.
This seemed to mark the beginning of the son in 
the leadership role.

Alexander not only became a powerful preacher 
but he wrote extensively and was a forceful
debater.  He became, along with Thomas, Barton
Stone and Walter Scott became leaders in the
Restoration Movement, sometimes known as the
“Stone-Campbell-Scott Movement.”  They 
realized how effective writing was to the 
movement.  Alexander bought a press and built a 
small print shop in 1823, beginning a successful 
publishing operation.

After the death of Margaret in 1827, Campbell
married again the next year, to Selina Bakewell.
They had six children.

Campbell did a translation of the New Testament
called Living Oracles, wrote hymns, tracts, books.  
Many debates and addresses were published.  He 
welcomed contributions from writers who thought 
differently from him.  He started Bethany College 
(now in West Virginia) and was its president for 20 
years.  He particularly taught about the different 
laws in the Bible.

His earlier ideas on the the church organizations
were changed and he agreed to serve as president 
of the new American Christian Missionary Society.
In 1850 he addressed both houses of Congress.  
He was asked to speak at many churches in 
Washington.

The joint efforts of these reformers brought about 
three major bodies of the Disciples of Christ, all 
which grew from a common source.  All Baptist 
affiliations were terminated.  The Churches
of Christ emphasize rigorous adherence to the 
New Testament as the model for Christian faith,
practice, and fellowship.  They reject ecclesiastical 
institutions other than the congregation, practice a
dynamic evangelism based on a literal view of the
Bible, and remain aloof from interdenominational 
activities.  The Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) had grown to almost 200,000 members.

"The union of Christians with the apostles' testimony is 
all-sufficient and alone sufficient to the conversion of the world."



Walter Scott 1796 - April 23, 1861         Everywhere

   Walter Scott was the sixth of 

10 children born to John Scott and Mary 
Innes in Scotland.  His parents were

devout Church of Scotland members

and hoped that Walter would become

a Presbyterian minister.  His father was

a music teacher and a person of culture.

His mother was also refined and 
sensitive—to the point that when she 
heard of her husband’s death, she died.

They were buried in the same grave.


After tutoring and spending six years at

the  university in Edinburg Scott was

invited, by his uncle,  to come to New

York.  He taught languages on Long 
Island before moving to Pittsburgh.


The small congregation in Pittsburgh 
was led by fellow Scotsman George 
Forrester. Forrester helped Scott’s 
understanding of Christianity,especially 
about immersion was the only 
appropriate form of baptism.  Scott

was baptized by immersion there.  The

Pittsburgh congregation was influenced

by James and Robert Haldane who 
hoped to restore New Testament


Christianity.  They rejected the authority 
of creeds, observed the Lord’s Supper 
weekly, practiced foot washing, and by 
1809 had changed from infant baptism

to believer’s baptism by immersion. 
After the tragic drowning of Forrester,..

 Scott replaced him as a minister and as 
a director of a small school.


Scott married Sarah Whitsette in 1823, 
and the family moved to Ohio.  It was 
here he began working with the 
Campbells.  At this time different 
associations held control over several

congregations.  The Campbells were 
associated with the Mahoning Baptist 
Association.  The statistics for the 
congregations were looking dismal, so 
Scott was hired to work as an 
evangelist.  


Frontier style preaching was making 
inroads with a lot of hell-fire preaching 
and the sinners would agonize over their 
pitiful condition at the mourners bench.    
That was not Scott’s manner.  He 
rejected these theatrics altogether. 
Instead he spoke with a blending of 
rationality and authority.  He appealed to 

people’s rational ability to understand 
what he ought to do and why, and his 
moral ability to do it.  He would then

admonish those who accepted these 
truths to repent and be baptized,  Then 
they would receive forgiveness of sin 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit.   As the 
word got around the converts grew and 
that first sermon was hailed as the New 
Pentecost.  Membership of the 
churches had doubled and more 
congregations had started.  Alexander 
Campbell had sent his father Thomas 
to check out what was happening to 
cause such an increase.  Thomas’ very 
favorable report stated that  The gospel 
was preached and people were 
encouraged to be baptized for the 
remission of sins and obtaining the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.


Scott’s five finger exercise was 
different from the frontier preaching.  
Scott’s would would have lasting 
effects on future evangelism and 
theology , particularly as it related to the 
nature of preaching, meaning of baptism 
and the role of the Holy Spirit..


Scott addressed his sermons applealing 
to the common sense of his hearers, 
centered on the claims of Jesus, the 
evidence in the New Testament to hold 
up these claims and what such claims 
meant to the thought and life of every 
human being.


Upon going to an “associations” 
meeting Scott questioned the validity of 
such associations.  Alexander 
Campbell was not ready to give them 
up completely.  However, in studying 
nothing about such an arrangement 
could be found in the Bible, so Scott 
carried the day as the associations were

dissolved removing the last thereby 
freeing the Disciples from “ the last 
vestige of human authority, and placed 
them under Christ,”


The exhausting preaching, teaching, 

writing and traveling began to take their 
toll on Scott’s health.  The family moved 
to Ohio and he continued his work.  He 
was elected the first president of Bacon 
College in Georgetown, Kentucky.  He 
served a year.


The family moved to Pittsburgh again 
and then Scott moved his family to 
Mays Lick, Kentucky where he 
established a school for women.  He 
continued to preach but more emphasis 
was placed on writing.  His written work 
dates mostly after 1830.  His writings 
greatly influenced the Restoration 
Movement all through the 19th century.


Scott’s later years, like the Campbells, 
were troubled about slavery and the 
approaching of the Civil War.  Most, if 
not all of the restoration preachers were 
very much opposed to slavery.  He died

in 1861 and was spared the bloodbath 
that soon followed.

Scott’s wife died and sometime later 
married Nattie B. Allen.  When told she 
might outlive him she declared she 
would rather be Walter Scott’s widow 
than the wife of any other man.  She 
died.  Then he married Eliza Sandidge, 
an unfortunate choice.               
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Elias Smith
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Smith publicly renounced Universalism in 1823,  but 
went back to it for a short time because the Connexion 
was not eager to welcome him back.  Four years later he 
renounced Universalism again.  His home congregation 
in Portsmouth, NH eventually received him back in 
fellowship. 

Smith’s later years were spent working with the 
Thomsonian system of herbal medicine.  He and 
Thomson had an argument in 1827 and brought that 
project to a halt.  He died in Lynn, Massachusetts. 

Note.  Samuel Thomson, discouraged by results from 
conventional medicine, spent years studying herbs to  
use as an alternative medication.  His more gentle 
approach, rather than harsh drugs, appealed to many 
and he became quite well known and enjoyed many 
successes. 

     Elias was born in Lyme, CT, to a Baptist father and a mother 
who was a Congregationalist.  He eventually became a preacher, 
physician, journalist and clergyman. 

In his study of the Bible he concluded the name “Baptist”was 
unscriptural and he came to reject much of the church practices, 
including church covenants.  He saw the Baptist organizations  
growing, clerical pretensions and calvinism spreading.  He  
rejected calvinism and universalism. 

Smith met Abner Jones and he declared, “He was the first free 
man I have ever seen.  I considered myself alone in the world.” 
Jones was instrumental in getting Smith to leave the last vestiges’ 
of his inherited Calvinism, as well as the cumbersome organizational 
structures of his church. 

In 1802 Smith and others went to a “Christian Conference” in 
New Hampshire which was determined to leave behind everything 
in name, doctrine or practice not found in the New Testament and 
no organization or authoritative leadership beyond the local church. 

Elias Smith and Abner Jones founded a group of Christian Churches  
in New England.  The group in time merged with other likeminded  
regional groups to become the Christian Connexion denomination. 

Smith also founded The Herald of Gospel Liberty in 1808.  He 
claimed this to be the world’s “first religious newspaper.” Although it  
can’t be proven to be the first in the world, it more likely was the first  
in America.  The newspaper always reported news of revivals and 
promoted “religious liberty.”  By this term, Smith meant an end to  
tax supported churches. 

Smith became a controversial figure in the Christian Connexion to the 
point he left the denomination for several years to become a 
Universalist.  Smith’s defection made the Christian Connexion define 
their boundaries of their beliefs and identity.  Among some of the things 
he denounced were, calvinism, reverend, parsons, chaplains, doctors of 
divinity, clergy, bands, surplices, notes, creeds, covenants, etc. He 
further added the necessity of a college education for ministry, 
missionary societies, and church councils or ordination and discipline. 

The church covenant is a declaration, 
which some churches draw up and call 
their members to sign, in which their 
duties as church members towards 
God and their fellow believers are 
outlined. It is a fraternal agreement, 
freely endorsed, that establishes what 
are, according to the Holy Scriptures, 
the duties of a Christian and the 
responsibilities which each church 
member pledges himself or herself to 
honour, in the best way possible. A 
church covenant is not generally 
considered indispensable for a church. 
As such, in fact, it is not mentioned in 
the Scriptures, but it outlines, in a 
summarised way, those duties which 
the New Testament requires as 
members of a church.

The Herald 

of 

Gospel Liberty 

1808

Church Covenant

Vermont, Connecticut, New Hampshire

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Scriptures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_body


Abner Jones
     Abner Jones’ life and work stayed in the New England 
area.  He was a native of Massachusetts, as was his father.  
His mother was from Rhode Island.  Jones was the youngest 
of five children and his family were strict Baptist.  A local 
neighborhood hunting accident was his first “religious 
experience”  which touched off a local revival.  “I was fully 
convinced that I must be born again or damned,” Abner 
recalled.  A decade later he “reconsecrated” himself to God 
and was baptized. When he couldn’t decide what to preach 
on he had training in medicine and established himself 
around 1767 in Lyndon, Vermont.  Then he married Damaris 
Prior. 

In 1801 he went into the ministry when his spiritual 
confusion was the result of embracing “many things without 
proper examination.”  Then he resolved to preach and 
practice nothing that couldn’t be found in the Bible.  Elder 
Jones organized several Christian churches in New 
Hampshire and Boston, MA. He disliked the traditional 
black broadcloth of the clergy and was uneasy with the title 
“reverend.” He became known as “Elder Jones.” 

Jones attended worship at the Christian Church in Assonet, 
Massachusetts, a church that had formally been of the 
Baptist denomination.  In 1833 he became the minister of the 
Assonet church.  Two years later his wife, Damaris, died. 
Jones left the Assonet church and moved about in New 
England.   He became restless and uncomfortable in a settled 
position.  In 1839 he married Nancy F. Clark (also Clarke) of 
Nantucket.  He died in1841. 

Elder Jones wrote many hymns, and with Elias Smith he 
published multiple hymnals for use in the Christian 
Churches and was urged to write his memoirs.  He wrote his 
autobiography, “The Life and Experience, Travels and 
Preaching of Abner Jones.”  About 50 years later his son 
wrote his father’s biography.
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Vermont, Connecticut, New England, New York



James O’Kelly
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     James O'Kelly was a follower of Wesleyism - or Methodism. On 
Dec. 25, 1784 John Wesley sent a letter to the American 
(Methodist) churches giving them their independence from the 
England churches and direction. With it however was an 
appointment of Francis Asbury as head of the


American Methodist Church. Francis Asbury was a most difficult 
person to follow. His methods were harsh. It was "his way or no 
way!" One point of difficulty O'Kelly had with Asbury was his 
control over "Circuit Riders" of which O’Kelly was one. Asbury 
told the traveling preachers where they could and could not 
preach. He scheduled them the way he wanted. On one occasion 
O'Kelly put forth legislation so that if a preacher was assigned to a 
certain location he didn't want to go he could apply for 
another place. Asbury completely rejected it. In response O'Kelly 
developed the view that it was not acceptable to God for one man 
set over the churches. 


On Dec. 25th, 1792 the day of Asbury's appointment he walked 
out of the Methodist conference with about 1/2 of those in 
attendance. O'Kelly and his followers kept the Methodist name for 
another 5 or 6 years calling themselves, "The Republican 
Methodists." "Republican" meant "freedom," hence "Free" 
Methodists. They were free to pursue Bible truths.


On August 4, 1794 - Rice Haggard, another preacher in the area, 
attended a conference at "Old Lebanon," in Surry County, Va. There 
he suggested they get rid of the denominational name and be called 
simply, "Christians."- Back to the Bible. With it the establishment of 
the first "Christian" church in America near Flavana, Virginia. This 
marked the coming together of three groups into Christian unity: 
The Smiths, O'Kellys & Jones. Later, in 1804, this same Rice 
Haggard moved to Kentucky and suggested the same thing to 
another man there, Barton Stone. According to Barton W. Stone, in 
the Christian Messenger, 1826-1827, O'Kelly was with Haggard and 
officially joined the Christians at Cane Ridge at that time.


James O'Kelly's theology was very close to N.T. Christianity. He 
believed in partaking the Lord's Supper on the 1st day of the week. 
He taught that the collection was a free-will offering. He believed in 
Singing, Preaching, Praying, admonishing the saints. He failed at 
baptism. He didn't believe immersion was necessary, that sprinkling 
would suffice. He was never immersed. 


In 1789 he wrote Essays On Negro Slavery, which was one of the 
earliest anti-slavery tracts written by a clergyman.  Note the 
historical development that took place through his influences. Many 
under his influence moved to Kentucky, Georgia, Tennessee and 
other places and found many in the Restoration Movement with 
whom they could unite.


 In Georgia, one such group was the small band at Skull Shoals in 
Oconee County. In the 1840s, after being influenced through the 
Restoration Movement, they became known as Antioch. One of 
its early converts was Nathan Smith.  However, the O'Kelly 
movement also went in other directions.


In 1856 the Christian Churches under O'Kelly formed the Southern 
Christian Convention. In 1931 it merged with the Congregational 
Church to form the Congregational Christian Church. In 1957 the 
denomination merged with the Evangelical and Reformed Church to 
establish the United Church of Christ. 

James O'Kelly was one of our nation's first to unshackle himself 
from denominational error, and actively pursue the church we read 
of in the New Testament. All this was done years before the 
influence of Barton Stone or Alexander Campbell was felt on the 
American Frontier.


Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee

http://www.therestorationmovement.com/_states/nc/okelley,james.htm#
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/_states/kentucky/stone.htm
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/_states/wv/acampbell.htm


Frontier Revival:

Action of Holy Spirit

Repentance

Faith

Remission of sins

Baptism

Walter Scott:

Faith

Repentance

Baptism

Remission of sins

Gift of the holy sprit

Church
Today:
Hear

Believe

Repent

Confess

Baptism

Five Finger Exercises
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They hungered to partake in what everyone felt was sure 
to be an extraordinary “Communion.”
By Saturday, things were extraordinary, and the news 
electrified this most populous region of the state; people 
poured in by the thousands. One traveler wrote a 
Baltimore friend that he was on his way to the “greatest 
meeting of its kind ever known” and that “religion has got 
to such a height here that people attend from a great 
distance; on this occasion I doubt not but there will be 
10,000 people.”
He underestimated, but his miscalculation is 
understandable. Communions (annual three-to-five-day 
meetings climaxed with the Lord’s Supper) gathered 
people in the dozens, maybe the hundreds. At this Cane 
Ridge Communion, though, sometimes 20,000 people 
swirled about the grounds—watching, praying, preaching, 
weeping, groaning, falling. Though some stood at the 
edges and mocked, most left marveling at the wondrous 
hand of God.
The Cane Ridge Communion quickly became one of the 
best-reported events in American history, and according 
to Vanderbilt historian Paul Conkin, “arguably … the most 
important religious gathering in all of American history.” It 
ignited the explosion of evangelical religion, which soon 
reached into nearly every corner of American life. For 
decades the prayer of camp meetings and revivals 
across the land was “Lord, make it like Cane Ridge.”
What was it about Cane Ridge that gripped the 
imagination? Exactly what happened ...

Why the Enslaved Adopted the Religion of 
Their Masters—and Transformed It
The story of early African-American 
Christianity proves the power of the 
Resurrection against oppression.



Revival at Cane Ridge
What exactly happened at the most important camp meeting in American history?





Cane Ridge

Other internal issues deepened 
the strains among the Disciples: 
the establishment of the 
American Christian Missionary 
Society in 1849 and the use of 
musical instruments in worship, 
about which discussion also 
began in 1849. Opponents of 
missionary societies and 
instrumental music in worship 
argued that the New Testament 
did not authorize either the 
societies and instrumental 
music, while supporters 
maintained that were allowed on 
the basis of expediency.

For the Churches of 
Christ any practices not 
present in accounts of 
New Testament worship 
were not permissible.

The Christian Churches/
Churches of Christ and the 
Churches of Christ have 
consistently maintained their 
non-denominational status 
since their separation from 
the Disciples, while the 
Disciples of Christ have fully 
embraced denominationalism.

Generally speaking, the Christian Churches/
Churches of Christ and the Churches of 
Christ have retained their emphasis on the 
restoration of the New Testament church 
and on individual salvation. The Disciples' 
theology of the present day places great 
emphasis on ecumenism, social justice, and 
diversity, and continues its longstanding 
tradition of placing a high priority on the 
social gospel.
All Stone-Campbell groups still hold several 
beliefs in common: a commitment to the 
"priesthood of all believers" while, at the 
same time, maintaining a high view of the 
eldership, the necessity of weekly 
communion, the appropriateness of baptism 
by immersion and the principle of 
congregational autonomy.



“Raccoon” John Smith
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        When visiting a revival meeting he was

asked who he was and where he was from.

He replied he was John Smith from that well 

known raccoon county in Cumberland Co.

After that he was always known as Raccoon

John Smith so they could tell him from the

other John Smiths.  Family, Calvinist Baptist, 

felt he needed more study on subject.

Married Anna Townsend and they had

four children.  Later there was a fire at their

home and they lost their two oldest  

children.  His wife so grieved over their

two children she died a year later.


John became an ordained minister and

he farmed successfully.  He married a 

Nancy Hurtwig who encouraged him in his

religious endeavors.


While preaching in March 1822 he realized

he was preaching in direct conflict of 

Calvinist Doctrine.  He announced before

the congregation that he was very confused

over this issue and sat down.  At this point

he decided that he was just going to preach

the oracles of God and follow those teachings

wherever they lead him.


 


